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"We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were

making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf:

Be reconciled to God."   - 2 Corinthians 5:20
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WE MADE IT!


When we left just over two years ago, we were telling you about the Sunday
Social meetings our team had started with the young couples of the church. We
explained how the word "community" often holds a "communist" connotation,
and people are often mistrusting of one another here. Our teammates faithfully
continued these meetings, and the group grew in relationship with one another. 
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Then COVID hit, and two of the three missionary units serving Romania were in
the States, and this Romanian church group banded together to work through
conflict and grew in leadership of the church. The women continued meeting
online for Bible Study and went on a retreat together that bonded them
significantly. The men met for Bible Study and leadership training when the
Ebbers returned to the field, and two of the young men have taken on more
leadership roles in the church. 


It has been such a joy for us to return to this community of believers, and we
have truly experienced that deep community in just a short time. We were
welcomed into tight, long hugs. Two families - one of which we had never met
because they began attending the church while we were gone - worked
together to move our things into our new apartment. Several families brought
us meals as we were settling in. We were invited to dinners and coffee and play
dates right away. One young lady specifically told us how much she and her
husband want to walk alongside of us and help us; she has come over several
times to help watch the children so that I could unpack, organize, and clean.
We have already discussed going on double dates and trading off babysitting
times so we can each invest in our marriages. The women are continuing Bible
Study, and three of us are getting together on Wednesday mornings to do
activities with our kids, and the men are playing soccer together on Wednesday
nights. 


And we have seen how this community mentality has spread to those outside of
the church as well. There has been a surge within our church members to help
with young girls who are aging out of the orphanages. One young lady, who I
will call "Mama," aged out a year ago and quickly discovered she was pregnant.
With no family to help, the church has surrounded her with love and care. She
now attends our church and is trying to finish her high school degree so she
can provide for her and her Baby. As part of this team coming alongside her, we
have volunteered to watch Baby two mornings each week so that Mama can
finish her degree. (And just when we thought we were done having more
children close together, God has provided another precious baby for us to love
on in our home!)


We left at the beginning of a new season for our church, and we have come
back to see the Lord's faithfulness in helping the community to blossom and
flourish. We clearly had nothing to do with it because we were gone, yet the
Lord's plan continues with or without us! And since God is a God who shares
his blessings, we are overjoyed to be back in Romania again, where God is
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letting us be a part of what He himself is doing. Praise be to our kind Father! 


Please join us in praying for an explosion of harvest in these coming months.
We are praying for Spirit-led boldness to spread the Gospel, evangelize, and
bring people into this community, where people are being the hands and feet of
Jesus! We are grateful to have left a wonderful Stateside community and
stepped into another fantastic Romanian one; it is truly God's mercy to have
surrounded us with fellow workers for the Gospel. It is a privilege for us to be
here! 
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Prayer Requests: 


- We are still working through the visa process. We were approved for two years by
the Ministry of Cults, and we are so excited for this! But unfortunately they entered
some of our passport numbers incorrectly, which is causing a setback on going to
Immigration. We need the corrected paperwork to be sent in the next two weeks for
us to be on track to get our visas in time. 


- Pray for the church here! Praise the Lord that several men have stepped into
leadership roles, and one young man is preaching occasionally! We still need
continued prayers for a full-time Romanian pastor and Romanian worship leaders. 


- Pray for Mama M and Baby M (mentioned above) to finish her high school degree
and to come to know Jesus as her Savior! Pray for us to have boldness in guiding
her to His feet as best we can. 


- Please pray for us to be led by the Spirit as He guides us in ministry. We have spent
this first month back settling in, making sure our family is whole, reestablishing
relationships and routines, and resuming some of our former activities. Derek is back
with his Ultimate Frisbee team, participating in the church's Kids Club, helping to
clean the church and maintain the church Facebook page, and working on the visa
requirements. He'll be leading homeschool on Thursdays so that Catalina can
participate in the Women's Bible Study, and he helps care for Baby M. Catalina's
main focus is providing stability to the home, leading homeschool, and building
relationships with others as a natural overflow of the home. We are praying about
what other specific ministry opportunities the Lord wants to bring us to, but we
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definitely feel a leading and desire to focus on outreach and bold evangelism to grow
the church body. 

 

Our kids are doing really well so far!! It just brings me to tears to even try to tell
you how grateful I am! We've had lots of good family time as we've transitioned
back here. We've gone on hikes together. They've been loved on by our
teammates and church members. We have begun homeschooling, which is a
new challenge with Denton and Jemma in the mix. But we're finding our
rhythm, and Elin and Atticus are just doing so well! The two oldest have also
resumed going to the daycare's after-school program; the same daycare they
used to go to as toddlers. They are picking up Romanian, their friends
remember them and have welcomed them warmly, and they're enjoying the
swim lessons that come with this program! And now these two are finally old
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enough to join Derek on Friday nights at our church's Kids Club! One of the
biggest blessings I have seen from this is that suddenly I'm getting a glimpse
into Team Elin & Atticus that I haven't seen in a long time. Typically the boys
now team off and play together, and often Elin is left wanting playmates. But
since they've gone to this school together, Elin and Atti's bond has reignited-
like old times. And it just gives our hearts such joy! Denton and Jemma are
more homebodies and have no interest in going to this daycare or participating
in any of the activities, so they get to be at home in the afternoons with lots of
puzzles and playdoh time with me! We have been able to pick back up with
family routines we haven't had in a long time, and even despite some initial
sickness when we first got back, we have been healthy. It feels as though our
souls are getting to slowly and cautiously exhale for the first time in several
years! Praise be to God for this rest and joy! May we learn to live with these
fruits regardless of our outward circumstances! 
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We're living in a new area and a new apartment now. We are more in the city than
before and further from the church, but we're actually a lot closer to most of the

church members with young families. We LOVE this apartment!!! We've met a few of
our neighbors and brought some fresh-baked blueberry banana bread to them last
week with a note and Catalina's phone number. There are two girls who live above

us: one is a first year English teacher at an elementary school, and the other is
beginning her first year at University to become an English teacher! So we received a

great note taped to our door in response, and Catalina has been able to text back
and forth a bit with them. We are planning to have them over for dinner soon. Please

pray for this to become a Gospel-centered relationship!
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The Lord is spoiling us like a doting Father! Our new apartment is on the third floor
(with no elevator, so we are meeting our step-count goals every day!). And we have

a balcony in every room so that we have a 360 degree view of His creation. From our
back porch (outside of the master bedroom), we get to see the sunset over the

mountain where we used to live. The church sits in a town (Codlea) at the base of
that mountain, and we get to see this beautiful view every night! I have meditated on
Psalm 121 many times in the last few years, and this view is a beautiful reminder of

His faithfulness to us. 

 

Psalm 121
A song of ascents.

1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains—

    where does my help come from?


2 My help comes from the Lord,

    the Maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot slip—

    he who watches over you will not slumber;


4 indeed, he who watches over Israel

    will neither slumber nor sleep.

5 The Lord watches over you—

    the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
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6 the sun will not harm you by day,

    nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord will keep you from all harm—

    he will watch over your life;


8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going

    both now and forevermore.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT


Check us out on Facebook! We post on Catalina's "From Dacula to Transylvania"
album so that you can stay up to date with us. You can also follow our photos on
instagram or check out our video archive. But best, of all, you should let us know if
you want to join our secret Facebook Group to get more updates!

Support Account Reminders:

If you're interested in one-time giving and would rather support projects, we
have a project account for the Romanian church which goes towards things
like the youth program, elder trainings, etc. The account is #94978 for the
Romania church plant. 

Share Tweet Forward

Copyright © 2016 Derek and Catalina Kreider. All rights reserved.

Thank you for your support.


Visit our website:

http://www.dckreider.com 


To make a donation (Account #14088 for Derek and Catalina), (Account #12140 for the Ebbers), or
(Account #94978 Romania church plant for church projects):


https://www.mtw.org/missionaries/details/derek-and-catalina-kreider

or

Mission To The World

PO Box 744165


Atlanta, GA 30374-4165


https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10107301844082770.1073741869.4946139&type=1&l=11b1ab8ad3
https://www.instagram.com/dckreider/
https://www.dckreider.com/videos.html
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://mailchimp.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2F08ae52c10471%2Fkreiders-in-romania-august-newsletter-4890621
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http://us11.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=1ce53508d8d97544d16aa16c1&id=c1e98af8dd&e=[UNIQID]
http://us11.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=1ce53508d8d97544d16aa16c1&id=c1e98af8dd&e=[UNIQID]
http://dckreider.weebly.com/
http://donations.mtw.org/
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Our Romanian mailing address is TBD


Want to send us something? Check out this link for more information on how to get it to us!


Using iMessage or WhatsApp, you can contact us on our Romanian phone numbers: 

(Yes, the +40 is necessary!)

Catalina: +40 (771) 272 908

Derek: +40 (771) 036 084


Our Stateside mailing address is

Derek and Catalina Kreider


146 Colonial Court

Jefferson, GA  30549


Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list
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